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Examination 6f the XVUKh Chapter of Isaiah, or rather, a 
Review of a pamphlet called “ Isaiah’s Message to the Cnet 
Nation,” by John M‘Donald, A. M., of Albany. 


(Continued from page 336.) : 


We cannot follow our author through every labyrinth and 
maze ; we can only notice his more fragrant boquets or his vio- 
lent aberrations. He says, page 35: 

“A people of terror, even in the extreme.|—Our English translation neither cor- 
responds with the Hebrew, nor with the scope of the passage, nor with the history 
of the people described. The word in the original is in the passive voice and re- 
presents the people as subjects of terror and not as the authors of dread to others. 
The design of the whole description is to mark the Jews as in the most abject, for- 
lorn and contemptible condition.” 

In No. 4, of Vol. If, p. 330, I translate 812 Nora, wonderful ; 

“‘ A people wonderful from that time onward.” Our author will 
have it “terror,” and he says, page 36 :— 
+ “ This terror Moses predicted. ‘If ye shall despise my statutes, I will even nid 
point over you terror, and the Lord shall give youa trembling heart and failing of 
eyes, and horror of mind, and thy life shall hang in doubt before thee, and thow 
shalt fear day and night, and shall have none assurance of life.’” Levit. xxvi. 16 
— Deut. xxviii. 65, 66. _ 

Now in Leviticus the word is 1°72 Beyala, terror, and in Deu- 


teronomy, xxviii. 65, 66, it is nx Pachad nna Upocchadtta ; 
and thou shalt be in fear, or dread. But the word ®%3 is not 
used in either of the places mentioned. ‘The Hebraist will imme- 
diately perceive the futility of the Rev. author’s argument. x12 
Nora, in our text,-must mean terror, because the word terror is 
made use of in the English Bible, Levit. xxvi. 16—Deut. xxviii. 


65, &c. ; when in truth it is not used in either place. 
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Our author says, page 35, “ Oh that the eye of these prodigal 
children would catch these lines.” He may perceive he has his 
wish. These propicau children have seen, and do see, these 
lines; and what is the consequence ?—They laugh at the lines, 
and at the writer. 

They will tell him that x2 Nora is indeed terrible, but not ter- 
ror ; they will bid him look for the word, Gen. xxvii. 17.— How 
dreadful is this place.” Again, Judges xiii. 6.—“ Very terrible.” 
In both these places the word translated dreadful, and terrible, is 
xni Nora. Again, Deut. vii. 21, “ A mighty and terrible God.” 
Here the word terrible is x11 Venora, its root is xv Yara, to 
fear, and therefore our text should be translated, A fearful or ter- 
rible people from that time onward. The world will be in dread 
‘of them from the time of the coming of the Messiah, aud ever after. 
This is the obvious literal translation, and meaning, and is conso- 
nant with all the prophecies. ‘ A Star out of Jacob shall tread 
under foot, and a sceptre shall arise out of Israel, which shall 
smite the corners of Moab, and overturn the governments of all 
the children of Seth.”—Num. xxiv. 17. 

And from this time onward they will be a terrible people ; the 
whole world will be in terror of them. Our author, p. 35, says, 


“ The Jews, from the call of Abraham to this hour, never appeared terrible to 
any nation. They were considered by the nations, as Isaac by Ishmael, objects of 
ridicule and contempt. Nor is their conduct and courage, after the crucifixion of 
Christ, an exception. Their desperate deeds, and contempt of death, rendered 
them objects of horror, rather than of terror to the Romans. On every occasion 
they discovered more of the desperation, the despair of the coward, than the courage 
of the collected and brave. Conscious of their own cruel and faithless hearts, they 
dared not to rely on the humanity, the generosity, the promises ofthe Romans. In 
no instance, and at no time were their terror, their cowardice, and fears more con- 
spicuous, than when in wild despair they became their own executioners, after im- 
bruing their hands in the blood of their friends, their wives and their children,” 


l appeal, not to Cesar, but to a liberal worup ; to the historic 
page ; to free-born and high-minded men, whether this is a faith- 
ful picture, or a base calumny. The Jews fought for Liberty ; 
for political independence; for personal freedom; and, as free 
men will do, they resolved not to survive their country’s indepen- 
dence, and become personal slaves to the haughty Romans. They 
chose in many, very many instances, to disappoint their conquer- 
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ors, to save their wives and daughters from pollution, and their 
sons from slavery ; (not from the slavery of political dependance, 
but the being sold as slaves, and becoming the property of the 
conquerors,) and themselves from insult, the insult of being first 
led in triumph to Italy, then to be slaughtered in cold blood by 
their conquerors, to be thrown as gladiators to be sacrificed, and 
to sacrifice others in the like situation with themselves, or to be 
cast among wild beasts to make sport for the Romans ;—l say, 
rather than submit to such cruel indignities, and barbarities un- 
paralleled, they chose to fight to the last ; and when they could no 
longer live free and unpolluted, they bravely resolved to die them- 
selves, together with their families; and for this choice they are 
called desperate cowards! He is a coward whose feminine heart 
would not approve their deed of daring. They did their duty 
while living, and died unpolluted. They were Jews, and knew 
that death is only the necessary entrance to life everlasting. They 
knew it was their duty to die, and save themselves and families 
from infamy and pollution. But why not rather “ rely on the hu- 
manity, the generosity, the promises of the Romans?” The 
Romans promised that all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, who 
would leave the city, should be received as friends, and suffered 
to go where they would. In consequence inany went over to 
them ;—and how did the Romans fulfil their promises? They 
did indeed let them go where they would, but first these humane, 
generous Romans, ripped up their bellies and searched their en- 
trails for corp ! after which they were allowed to go where they 
pieased! Such was their generosity—such was their faith. 
Would you read more of Roman humanity, Roman generosity, 
Roman justice, read the following from the pen of our author : 


** The Romans, who boasted that their ruling passion was to crush the proud and 
to ‘spare the submissive,’ forgetting, in the desiruction of Jerusalem, every senti- 
ment of pride and humanity, exercised the most savage cruelty and rage on the mi- 
serable remains of that infatuated nation. Regardless of age, of sex, and of dig- 
nity, they trode down those who resisted. 

“ On the shores of the sea of Galilee the same wanton outrage was renewed. Of- 
fenders and not offending, because Jews, were equally involved in destruction. 
The bodies of those who fell were left unburied, till the air infected, destroyed their 
destroyers. The transparent waters of the lake, were empurpled with blood, and 
covered with the floating dead. Jordan. that once opened a passage for this nation 
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mto their own country, had his own passage impeded by the carcases of her muisera- 
ble children, slain by the enemy on her own plains. ‘Twelve hundred prisoners 
who implored mercy, were marched to Tiberias and literally trodden to death in 
the amphitheatre. The most humane Emperors that ever wore the imperial pur- 
ple, were spectators—were instigators! The judgment was fromheaven! They 


were the executioners.” 

This is Roman humanity and generosity with a vengeance! 
These were the good Vespasian and 'Titus,—these were brave, 
generous men, who killed “ offenders and not offending!” Mur- 
derers! who ordered the execution of twelve hundred unarmed 
prisoners of war, who were imploring mercy!! Such men as 
Titus and Vespasian, because, and only because, they were exe- 
cutioners of Jews, are accounted ‘ the most humane emperors ; 
they were humane, generous Romans.” 

But the Jews, who were men fighting for liberty, for indepen- 
dence; defending their hearths, their altar, their wives, their 
daughters, against an invading, a merciless, a faithless, cruel 
enemy ; because, and only because, they were Jews, were cowards, 
faithless, cruel desperadoes. 

This is the man who hopes that the eye of Jews “ will catch 
these lines.”” We would advise our liberal-minded author to make 


himself master of his subject, before he again writes for the in- 
spection of Jews. 

Page 42, our author says : 

* Even the humane Hindoo, who recoils from the blood of beast and of bird, rose 
with relentless fury, and, with remorseless hate, engaged in Jewish massacre. The 
city of Cranganor, displayed scenes of blood hardly less atrocious in cruelty aud 


extent than those of Jerusalem and Galilee. See Buchanan, p. 219, 220. Boston 
edition. 


In No. 1, of Vol. I. of the Jew, I have shown, that it is the 
humane ......ian Portuguese, (and not the pagan Hindoos,) 
that we are to thank for the massacre of the Jews of the city of 
Cranganor. Yes, reverend sir, catholic ......ian missionaries 
were the instigators, and catholic ......ians were those who at 
Cranganor rose with their usual ‘“ relentless fury and remorseless 
hate,” and massacred the Jews. It was a......ianish massacre 
of Jews, and not an Hindooish or Jewish massacre. The catho- 
lic. .....ians only love the Jews with a perfect relentless, re- 
morseless love. All those who compass sea and land to make one 
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proselyte, have this spirit of superlative love. ‘The next para- 
graph of our author runs thus : 


“ Ever since this unhappy nation, estimated the life of their Messiah, the desire of 
nations, at thirty pieces of silver, the price of a dog, they receive the opprobrious 
name of Jewish Dogs from every nation on earth, and endure the indignities offered 
to that impure animal.” 


To me this is altogether new. I never before heard this ap- 
pellative given to Jews, although I have long understood Maho- 
medans do not spare even ...... ians—all are with them Keleb 
and Chazar ; Dog and Hog. 

I pass on to page 46 :-— 


VERSE 3. 

‘¢ All ye inhabitants of the world, and ye that dwell on earth, when the staidard 
is lifted upon the mountains, look ye ! and when the trumpet is sounded, listen ye ” 
“ NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 

** A new scene anda new subject are here introduced—Jehovah dismisses from 
the vision the swift messengers, and the oppressed nation. He submits to the eye of 
the prophet a view of the world and its various inhabitants, and, with a loud voice, 
charges them in his hearing, to watch for his signals, and to hasten to the field with- 
out delay.” 


‘‘ A new scene and a new subject is here introduced.” Our au- 
thor is very fond of introducing new subjects. That new scenes 
should be introduced in vision, may be expected, for such will oc- 
cur; but new subjects we ought not to expect.—The subject is 
usually continued.—To me it appears a very natural continuation 
of the same subject, to wit, the acknowledgment of the indepen- 
dence of Israel, which will be begun by the American nation be- 
fore the war or battle of Gog, and after that battle by all the in- 
habitants of the world; all who dwell on the earth; for if this 
distant nation being no part of the Beast, shall first see their true 
interest, and throw off the thraldom of error, and acknowledge the 
independence of the Jews, sending them ambassadors, even previ- 
ous to the war of Gog, all the rest of the world will do the 
same after the battle : so that this verse informs us, that when the 
battle has taken place, all the inhabitants of the world and dwell- 
ers on the earth, will see when the ensign of the mountains 
(churches) is raised, and they will hear the sounding of the tocsin 
of alarm, (against the governments, ) and perform their part of du- 
ty, together with the distant nations, as mentioned in verse 7. 
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Our author will have it a command to the world to see and 
hear, and ‘he translates won Tiriu, “look ye,” aud yynwn Tish- 
mangu, ‘listen ye ;” and so does the Bible translation, and bishop 
Lowth; so that he can skulk behind the rampart of authority for 
error, and thereby save himself from being laughed at, although 
he gives us bishop Horsley’s more correct translation, ‘shall see,” 
and “shall hear.” It is no wonder that our author found the 
commentators he was enabled to search (for he cannot read the 
Hebrew) far from being enlightened and satisfactory guides ; such 
translations are enough to darken any subject. 

I should only offend the Hebraist by defending the self-apparent 
position, that x1 Tiriu, is “ they shall (or will) see,” and yawn, 
Tishmangu, “they shall (or will) hear,” (or hearken;) and he 
who is no Hebraist would perhaps receive no edification from it. 
I shall therefore notice some other of our author’s blunders. In 
passing I must notice, page 47— 

Similarity of phrase, and other circumstances, lead us with evidence sufficiently 
satisfactory to refer the whole, to that decisive battle, which shall terminate the 
present administration of providence and grace, and prepare the world for the last 
and most giorious dispensation of the gospel on earth.” 

What have we here? I have heard of the dispensation of 
the Law, and the dispensation of the Gospel, and have been led to 
believe that ......ians took the present to be the time of the 
Gospel dispensation. Here we are taught otherwise—that the 
present is the administration of Providence and Grace, and that 
the most glorious dispensation of the Gospel will not commence 
till after ‘‘ that decisive battle.” This article of belief is a new 
discovery in......ianity; shortly it will be discovered ...... 
is not yet come, and will not come till after the decisive battle! 


* It is intimated in scripture that the success of the Messengers in the conversion 


‘ of the Jews shall beextraordinary and rapid. ‘They shall run to and fro, and 


knowledge shall be increased.’ Ignorance and infidelity shall yield to the powerful 
influence of the gospel. New born desires and united endeavours shall be produced 
of returning to their own land and of submitting themselves to Jesus their king. 
They shall commence their journey powerfully aided by the very nations that for- 
merly despised and oppressed them.” 


The whole verse, of which the part is by our author misquoted, 
is, Dan. xii. 4. * And thou Daniel close up the words and seal 
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the book to the time of the end. Many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be inereased.” 

This is the text, and the literal, obvious, and plain meaning of 
it is—*‘ although there shall be many opinions broached of the 
time of the end, and although mankind will increase in general 
knowledge, none will discover the exact time of its coming till 
the end ; for the same reason as is assigned verse 9th, because the 
words are ‘“‘ shut up and sealed until the time of the end”—but 
there is no intimation of missionaries or gospel—rather the con- 
trary, as will in the sequel appear. 

Our author proceeds, page 48 :— 


“ The report of their advance, their numbers and their pious zeal, shall reach 
and alarm the churches of anti .. .. .. Alliances with infidel nations shall be fofmed, 
and they shall undertake an expedition with numerous forces to oppose the return 
and resettlement of the converted Jews in Judea. Their collected forces shall assem- 
ble near the eastern shores of the Mediterranean, at the ancient Megiddo, which 
from the destruction that shall follow, shall be known, for ever after with the addi- 
tion of charem, a curse, by the name of Armageddon.” 


The report of whose advance? No doubt he means the con- 
verted Jews shall alarm the church of anti... . . .—And who pray 
are these anti......ian churches, who are to oppose the return 
and resettlement of the converted Jews, and form alliances with 
infidel nations? Alas, our author does not tell us! and why not? 
To me it appears plain he could have pointed them out to us; 
and since he has not done it, it becomes our province to assist 
him through the difficulty. 

In that epitome of history in futurity, in Dan. chap. xi. the an- 
gel, after informing Daniel of the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
the present captivity of the Jews, proceeds to inform him of the 
creation of a new religion, in these words, v. 36: “ And the king 
will do according to his pleasure ; and it will be-extolled and ex- 
alted above all Gods, even concerning the God of gods there will 
be spoken marvellous things. And it will prosper until the indig- 
nation shall cease, for what is determined shall be done.” 

Explanation. By authority a new religion shall be established, 
and which religion shall be extolled above all former religions, 
even teaching blasphemies against God, who is above all; and 
this new religion shall prosper until the Messiah shall come, or 
until God’s indignation against the Jews shall be ended. 
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“And neither will it regard the God of his fathers vor the 
desire of women, nor regard any god, for it will be extolled above 
ail.” 

Exp. This new religion will be contrary to ancient paganism ; 
it will be ascetic as regards women, teaching against the desire 
men have towards women, nor will it in any case conform to any 
previous religion, for it will be extolled above all. 

** But in his estate will be honoured the God, the most strong 
ones, and a God concerning whom his progenitors knew nothing 
will be honoured with go!d and silver, and precious stones, and 
pleasant things.” 

Exp. But this religion will teach to honour the true God, as most 
strong ones, a plural: and also a new God, who had not before 
been considered a God at all, shall be worshipped with religious 
reverence in peculiar grandeur. 

** And he shall make establishments for those who inclose them- 
selves in holds, in honour of the most strong ones, and the strange 
God who shall be acknowledged, and he shall cause them to rule 
over the many, atid even apportion the earth for a trifle.” 

Explanation. Convents shall be established for such who ac- 
cept celibacy in honour of this religion, who will be made to rule 
the populace, and, for a very trifling consideration, will he give 
away very extensive countries. 

‘And towards the time of the end the king of the south will 
push at him, and the king of the north will storm over him with 
chariots, and horsemen, and with many ships, and he shall over- 
flow and pass over.” 

Explanation. Near the time the redemption of Israel is to 
take place, the king of the south, (the emperor of Turkey and 
head of the Mahomedans) will weakly push against the king of 
the north, the head of the ......ians, (the emperor of Russia,) 
who will war against and conquer all Turkey, for he will come 
with a large army of artillery and cavalry, and a strong naval 
force, and will invade and conquer.* : 


* Ezekiel, chap. xxviii. treats of this conqueror under the name of Gog, he is 
described to be from the land of Magog, Magog is the name of the nation, not the 


sountre. He is, verse 2d, called VSI NW) Nasi Rush, as by them pronounced 
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After having conquered all these southern countries even as far 
as Egypt and Barbary. Then says Dan. verse 44, “ And tidings 
out of the east and north shall cause him to be seized with terrors, 
and he shall go forth with great fury te destroy and utterly to 
take away many. 

The tidings which are to trouble the autocrat of Russia are not 
to come out of the west; so that it cannot mean the converted 
Jews will trouble him, these tidings are to come from the north 
and east. The ten tribes of Israel are principally situated in an- 
cient Chaldea, Media, and Tartary, which lie north and east of 
Jerusalem. The noise of their return to resettle their ancient 
country in a body; a whole nation at once moving; an army of 
myriads of Israelites coming to possess themselves of a country in 
his possession, without his permission, and without even asking his 
consent, will cause terror to seize him, and in consequence he will 
go out with great fury to destroy and utterly to take away many. 

Verse 45. And he will plant the tabernacle of his ephod be- 
tween the seas for the glorious holy mount, and he shall come to 
his end, and there will be no help for him.* 

Exp. He in consequence will establish the ...... ian religion 


Roesh. Nasi, means Prince or Ruler, and although Roesh would translate Head or 
Chief, ‘as WR }13 TW Seria Cohen Harush, Seria the chief priest, yet here is 
an article, Harush, the chief, confining it : in our text it is undefined,(Roesh.) Again, 
whenever the countries under his government are mentioned, which is three times 
done in this and the following chapter, it is always Nasi, Rush, otherwise not. But 
principally ®°W) Ez. xxxviii. is marked with Zakeaph Gadoel, and which requires 
a pause of particular attention, as if marked, in English, Prince of, with at least a 
commia after it, and WN has a Tipcha, alsoa King accent, showing each must be 
read by itself. and that they do not belong together; otherwise &°W) would be ac- 
cented with a Servitor, as is the cas¢ in 2 Kings, xxv. 18, where WNW is marked 
with a King, Zakef Katoen, and {713 has Munach, a Servitor, showing that it be- 
longstoWk Butif in Ezekiel 8°W) should belong to WX it ought to have a Mer- 


cha instead of a Zakeaph Gadoel, which is the proper Servitor tothe Tipcha of YR% 
For an Hebraist this must be conclusive, that Rush, in Ezekielis a proper name ; and 
as Masech and Tubal are confessedly taken as names; I take Rush, which immedi- 
ately precedes, also to be a common name, descriptive of the country of Gog and 
that the text not only gives us the ancient name of the nation Magog, but Rush is its 
modern name also. 


* JID Hapadnoe, his Ephod, false worship, or church. This is the opinion of 
Kimcht, from his father, and is supported by other learned Jew authority. Others 
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to be the only religion of those who will live in the Holy Land, 
but he will be destroyed with an utter destruction, without salva- 
tion. (To be continued. ) 


i 


DEA’S LETTERS. 
‘ (Continued from page 344.) 
. LETTER XII. 


THE next prophecy cited by Matthew, as fulfilled in Jesus, is 
concerning the place of his birth, and greatness. The place re- 
ferred to is in Micah, (1) ‘“ And thou Bethlehem in the land of 
Judah, art not the least among the princes of Judah: For out of 
‘thee shall come a governor, that shall rule my people Israel. (2) 
This is said to be the answer made to Herod by the chief priests 
and scribes, when he inquired of them concerning the place of the 
Messiah’s birth; both he and all Jerusalem being troubled kit the 
news published by the eastern wise men, of having seen his star in 
the east; by which they knew of the birth of the king of the Jews. 
(3) This is the account transmitted to us of this affair : but in this 
whole transaction there seems some things, not only very impro- 
bable, but even incredible-—Such as that Herod should gather 
the chief priests and scribes to ask such a question, and that 
they should return him such an answer.—That an extraordinary 
star should appear in the east; or that its appearance should be 
known to be a notification of the birth of a child in Judea.—That 
the wise men should take a long journey to no purpose.—That 


are inclined to translate it as in the Bible, pavilion, then it would mean, “ he will es- 
tablish his head quarters.” To this 1 have two objections. Ist. How in that case 


are we to understand and translate 74 Leyhar, to or for the glorious holy moun- 
tain? We cannot say he shall plant the tents of his pavilion between the seas fo or 
for the glorious holy mountain: if he is between the seas, he is in or on the glorious 
holy mountain, which is situated between them; and therefore the English Bible 
has it “ in the glorious holy mountain.” which is a false translation, the Lamud be- 
ing a prefix,signifying ta or for. 2dly. We shall be obliged to consider the word 


13798 Chaldaic, in which case only it is rightly translated pavilion ; but the angel 


was speaking Hebrew, in which 1J758 means “his ephod.” For these reasons 
{am firmly persuaded ‘‘ his ephod” is the proper translation. 


(1) Micah, ch. 5. v, 2. (2) Mat. ch. %.v. 6. (3) Ibid. v. +—4 
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the star should make its appearance to people, who were no ways 
concerned in the birth of the king of the Jews, and not to the 
Jews themselves, who were the people chiefly interested.—That 
Jerusalem should be troubled at an event, which must have been 
a matter of great joy and comfort to them.(4) That an assembly 
of chief priests and scribes, should fix the place where their glo- 
rious king should be born, when it seems to ave been an esta- 
blished principle among them, that they were not to knew the 
place of the Messiah’s birth.(5) Since, there have followed many 
pretenders to that character, without being born at Bethlehem, 
and lastly, that the star which the wise men had seen in the east, 
should again appear to them when they parted from Herod, 
march before them, and make a stand “ Over where the child 
was,”(6) for no manner of purpose ; since we hear no more of these 
wise men, nor of any use that was made of theirjourney. All 
which seems to be such a piece of extravagance, aud such a con- 
tinued series of impossibilities and incredibilities, as nothing can 
equal. For how could people, acquainted with the vast magni- 
tude of the stars, (for wise they were,) think that one went before 
them, to show them their way from house to house ; and since the 
star must necessarily have travelled from the east, where it first 
appeared, to Jerusalem, where the wise men again found it, for it 
was the same star(6) which guided them to the place where the 
child was. Why did not the star guide them directly from the place 
they set out from, to Bethlehem? For the guidance of the’ star 
from Jerusalem: appears needless, since Herod had directed them 
before. Besides so extraordinary a phenomenon, must have drawn 
the attention of the whole city ; and numbers of other people would 
have followed it as well as the wise men, had it been seen ; but of 
this the story take no manner of notice. All the aforesaia consi- 
derations, make it probable, that the whole was invented to make 
way for the application of this and two other passages as fulfilled : 
For as this Gospel of Matthew’s was written for the use of the Jews, 


and they believing that the character of the Messiah, could only 


be proved by prophecy: and finding none in the prophets ap- 
plicable to him, according to their plain obvious meaning. Facts 


{4) Lnke. ch. 2. v. 10. (5) John ch. 7. v. 27. (6) Mat. ch. 2. v. 9. 
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were invented, to have an opportunity of introducing somewlrat 
as fulfilled. This is only a conjecture of my own, but whether it 
was really so in faot or not, ’tis certain, this citation could neyer 
be any description of Jesus ; the whole passage as it is in Micah, 
is, throughout, very justly and judiciously otherways applied ; 
and every circumstance in the description, exeludes Jesus from 
being thereby meant, or intended ; since the person there spoken 
of, “ Was to be a Ruler in Israel :” and further the prophet de- 
clares, “‘ that this man shal) be the peace, when the Assyrian shall 
come into our land, and when he shall tread into our palaces ; then 
shall we raise against him seven shepherds and eight principal 
men. And they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, 
and the land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof; thus shall he de- 
7 il liver us from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, and 
i when he treadeth within our borders. “ And the remnant of Jacob 
| shall be in the midst of many people zs a dew from the Lord,” &c. 
| See the whole chapter, and the impossibility of applying it to Je- 
bit sus literally. For unless it be so according to its primary sense 
i and meaning, it can neither be deemed to be fulfilled, nor pro- 
duced to prove any thing. 

One of the passages or prophecies, which is cited by St. Mat- 
thew, and said by him to be fulfilled, in consequence of the 
needless discovery made to Herod by the wise men, is the follow- 
ing and the next which the said Evangelist cites. It is from that 
discovery that he tells us, how that Joseph dreamed that an angel 
appeared to him, and ordered him to flee with the child and its 
mother into Egypt, which being done, he says, ‘ that he was there 
till the death of Herod : that it might be fulfilled what was spoken 
of the Lord, by the prophet saying, Out of Egypt have I called 
my Son.”(7) Which words are taken from Hosea, where they 
very evidently appear not to be prophetical, but to have relation 
| | to a past action, viz. The call of the children of Israel out of 
ft Egypt. The prophets words are, ‘“ when Israel was a child, then 
pit I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.”(8) So that this 
? | passage could not be fulfilled in Jesus’s return, according to the 
i Hiteral meaning of it.. Give me leave to observe, that Luke in all 
. | (7) Mat. ch. 2, v. 15. 
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Vhese things, contradicts Matthew. For according to him, they 
brought Jesus to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord, and to 
offer the appointed sacrifice.(9) Where, ‘‘when they had per- 
formed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned 
into Galilee, to their own city ef Nazareth,”(10) which if true, 
Matthew must be out in his whole narration. 

The other passage or prophecy which I think to be cited by 
Matthew, and said by him to be fulfilled in consequence of the 
discovery which the wise men made to Herod, is the following, 
being the next cited by him, on occasion of the slaughter, which 
he says Herod made of the babes in Bethlehem, and the coasts 
thereof, from two years and under. “ ‘Then (says he) was fulfilled, 
that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying: In Ra- 
ma was there a voice heard, lamentations, and weeping, and great 
mourning. Rachael weeping for her children and would not be 
comforted, because they were not.”(11) This passage is taken 
from Jeremiah,(12) and it evidently and plainly reiates to the suf- 
ferings of the ten Tribes, and their glorious return, according to 
its obvious literal sense ; as is evident from the whole chapter. 
Indeed to apply ‘‘ and they shall come again from the land of 
the enem7,”(13) to the slaughter of the babes, must appear to be 
avery givat absurdity. This is so plain, that Father Calmet de- 
clares, “‘ As to what St. Matthew says, that at the time when the 
innocents were massacred, the accomplishment was seen of this 
prophecy by Jeremiah ; ‘ a voice was heard from Rama,’ &e. It 
is our opinion, that the primary sense of this prophecy, relates to 
the carrying away of the ten tribes into captivity ; and that St. 
Matthew accommodated it to the circumstances in question.”(14) 
And in another place ’tis said, “‘ St. Matthew hath made an ap- 
plication of this passage, of the mourning of Rachel to the 
massacre of the infants of Bethlehem by Herod. Bat it is plain, 
that that was not the literal and historical sense of this passage 
of Jeremiah,”(15) so that this is not literally to fulfill the pro- 
phecy. 

Iam confirmed in my conjecture, that the story of the wise 

(8) Hosee ch. 11, v. 1. (9) Luke ch. 2, v. 21, 24. (10) Ibid. v. 2, ch. 39. 


{11) Mat. ch. 2, v. 16, 18. (12) Jer. ch. 31, v. 12. (13) Thid. v. 16. 
(14) Calmet’s Dict. on the word Innecence. 
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men, was invented, to usher in the accommodation of the three 
last cited prophecies, and citing them as fulfilled by way of allu- 
sion, from Luke’s silence in all these matters ; and his giving a: 
very different relation of things. For he is entirely silent as to 
the story of the wise men, and the star which appeared to them, 
and was their guide ; and in its place, substitutes the story of the 
shepherds who kept watch ;(16) to which you may turn for your 
edification. I have observed before, his differing also concerning 
the journey to Egypt. So, neither does he make mention of the 
massacre of the innocents by Herod ; which to do him justice he 
could not consistently have done. Because Jesus was born when 
Cyrenus was made governor of Syria, that is long after Herod’s 
death.(17) Judea (as Josephus observes) being already annexed 
to Syria, “ For it was Cyrenus’s province to tax and assess those 
people, and make seizure of the money and moveables of Arche- 
Jaus.”(18) It was on this occasion, that Joseph and Mary went to 
Bethlehem to be taxed, ‘ and so it was, that while they were there, 
the days were accomplished, that she should be delivered, and 
brought forth her first boro son ;”(19) so that it is a grand mis- 
take, to place the birth of Jesus under Herod. But had he been 
born in Herod’s life, it must appear very surprising and incredible, 
that none but Matthew should relate this most barbarous and in- 
human act. Josephus is very circumstantial, and very particular- 
ly describes the cruelties, which this barbarous king committed ; 
and yet says not a word concerning this bloody deed ; which he 
would most certainly have related had it been true. For he was 
never sparing of his character. It is mere trifling to pretend, as 
some do, that Josephus purposely concealed this butchery, to avoid 
giving countenance to the Evangelist.(20) For supposing he had 
recorded it, it could only prove, that Herod was grown jealous, 
from the information given him: but it could never be a proof, 
that the king, which the Jews expected as Messiah, was really 
born. Because the proof of this, must have depended (not on 
the information, and slaughter which ensued, but) on the accom- 
plishment of those things, which he according to the prophecies 


(15) Calmet’s Dic. on the word Rama, (16) Luke, ch. 2, v. 8, 20. (17) 
Ibid. ch. 2,v. 2. (18) Basn. Jos. Ant. B- 18,ch.1. (19) Luke. ch, 2, v. 4.8 
(20) Universal Hist. vol. 19. p. 495. 
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was to perform. But surely they cannot, and dare not tax St. 
Luke, with having any such design; yet ’tis plain, from his plac- 
ing the birth of Jesus, when Cyrenus was governor of Syria; 
(that is, when Judea was made a province of his goverment, which 
happened after the death of Herod) that Jesus, could not be born 
during bis reign. And the argument in this particular of Jose- 
phus and Luke’s, together with the silence of this Evangelist in 
all these affairs, and his never mentioning any thing to have hap- 
pened under Herod, is equal to a demonstration, against the facts 
as recorded by Matihew. (7 be continued.) 





STRICTURES ON ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE: 
From Israel's Advocate, Vol. 2, No.7, p. 110. 


* The Jews, you know, hate the...... iaus, but with a hatred ten times as cor- 


ial, if possible, do they hate the Jew who, forsaking the tradition of the elders, 
unites himself with the ...... ians.” 


SADT pw PP PO? ANI TD AAD say pw Ipynown ‘wa n’sn ‘hn 
“ Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue. What 
shall be given unto thee? or what shall be done unto thee, thou false tongue ? 


Of what use or purpose, and of what spirit is the foregoing ? 
The whole paragraph is inteuded to extol the usefulness of the 
mission of Wolfe, in Palestine, and directly contradicts the asser- 
tion that Jews hate......ians, or even Wolfe, who has not only 
forsaken the tradition of the elders, but even the written law of 
Moses. The whole paragraph runs thus : 


Again, look at the unparalleled success which has attended that noble champion 
of the Jews in the East. Whose spirit is not animated, while perusing the journal 
of the indefatigable Wolfe, the Jewish Missionary, now labouring in Palestine ? 
Who can resist tracing him, with the most intense interest, as he plods along from 
city to city, from houseto house, from individual to individual—almost continually 
we may witness him thronged by an inquiring multitude. The Jews, you know, 
hate the Christians, but with a hatred ten times as cordial, if possible, do they hate 
the Jew who, forsaking the tradition of the elders, unites himself with ...... ians. 
And yet here we see just such a man, whom many seek, and whom multitudes fol- 
low, notas the Gadarenes did the Saviour of sinners, beseeching him to depart out 
of their coasts, but begging him to stay a little longer. And not only this, but wit- 


ness the thirst they display for inquiry, from the Rabbi, who leads in the synagogue, . 


to the brawling mendicant who prowls in the streets. They all want-to be taught ; 
they all want to read ; and what do you think they want to read? Why, it is that 
book which, five or six years ago, theywould notdare to touch for fear of pollution 
—even the New Testament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


Then they do not follow him in hatred, wishing him to depart 
out of their coasts, but rather in love, beggingghim to stay a lit- 
tle longer ; and this is not done by an isolated individual, but by 
all, ‘from the Rabbi who leads in the synagogue, to the brawling 
mendicant who prowls in the street.” Does this show that the 
Jews hate ......ians, that thev hate Wolfe with a ten-fold ha- 
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tred? Does itnot forcibly prove the very reverse? Does it not 
prove that they neither hate ...... ians nor ......ianity, nor 
even the apostatized Jew, who has united himself te ...... ians? 

And what du they want? Do they ask him to meliorate their con- 

dition ? to give them farms? to set them to work ? to provide them 

with asylums, manufactories? No—nothing of all this. They 

thirst for inquiry; ‘they all want to read the New Testament.” 

Your preeurser formerly charged them with having hostility to 

the religion of Jesus.—I then told him, p. 7, vol. 1, he would be 

obliged to fritter away that charge, and behold, here you in fact 
contradict it; they appear to have no hostility to the religion of 
Jesus, but, from the Rabbi to the mendicant, all are inquirers, and 
wish to read the New Testament. Are you not then ashamed 
of the wicked, unfounded charge you bring against them, that 
they hate ...... ians? What must be the effect upon the reader, 
suppose him to be a Jew? Knowing the falsity of the charge 
made against himself, and feeling an abhorrence of the foul and 
dangerous calumny, will it not cause him to despise the produc- 
tion, and even think ill of the society, whose mouthpiece it is? 
Will he have patience to examine any arguments produced for 
his conviction, if brought forward by a foul calumniator of his 
people? Will he believe any of the assertions and protestations of 
love made by the Advocate and its correspondents, when he sees, 
as he certainly must see, the apparent intention of raising a perse- 
eution against his people? Will he not think it is the Sole inten- 
tion of the A. S. in their paper, to be the Adversary of Israel, in- 
stead of the Advocate. 

On the other hand, suppose hima...... jap, such as are mem-~- 
bers of the auxiliary societies, he will believe and deplore the ca- 
Jumny, and in his turn repay hatred with hatred, when he meets 
with a Jew, he will act the hypocrite towards him, and, believing 
he holds communication with an enemy, he will be suspicious of 
him; he will teach this enmity to his children, and thus cause a 
perpetuity of enmity, where, if not love, there ought at least to be 
a friendly intercourse, which is rendered impossible, because the 
. +»... ian’s miad is soured and poisoned against the Jew. 

fy ian priests, pretending love for the Jews, have 
ever soured the mind of their poor flocks, against their innocent 
Jew neighbours, causing all the persecutions that have occurred 
from the first establishment of ......ianity to the present day : 
and this I fear iginherent in the spirit of ...... ianity; it must 
be deplored, but I fear cannot be altered. ‘Truly may we say, 
‘They hate my soul without a cause,” &c. I verily believe it is 

a — prep of me’ Spy Wierd ian vs ce 
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